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Abstract Keywords
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The fastest development of technology and the internet in the 4.0 process; reading English;

revolution era that influenced the world of education, especially > :
higher education. Currently education focuses on outcome-based ~ Media website
education, thus forcing all lecturers to innovate in teaching and

learning. One form is by on-line learning for English learning sntheu
materials developed through the website. This study analyzes the >
effectiveness of on-line based learning on websites on the ability

to read students in the process of learning English at Universitas

Brawijaya through "absyak" media websites. The use of the

blended learning model has been done in several subjects, bildlbr

English subjects (reading) has never been done before. This

research is quantitative descriptive. The research sample used a

sample of 65 students through a questionnaire on students of the

English language study program at Brawijaya University in

academic vear 2018/2019. The results showed that 81.99%

agreed with the application of English reading learning based on

blended learning through "absyak" media websites and the

remaining 18.01% did not agree on learning English reading

based on blended learning through "absyak" media websites. The
implementation of online-based learning through ‘absyak"

learning in the media can be effectively contained in high student

responses, increased student scores and student attitudes towards

variation and learning innovation.

I. Introduction

The development of information anifommunication technology in the Industrial 4.0
era has had a great influence on the teaching and learning process in the world of
education, especially in higher education and universities (Syakur, 2017). Information
technology can be accepted as a medium in conducting the educational process, including
helping the teaching and learning process, which also involves searching for references and
sources of information (Shahroom and Hussin, 2018).

In the industrial era 4.0, digital technology can have a negative impact on education
if its use is not appropriate. Therefore, understanding the principles and factors that
influence the effectiveness of digital technology in learning is something that is very
important for an educator (Budiarta and Krismayani, 2014, Antony et al., 2015). An
educator is required to have four competencies in order to use digital technology
appropriately (Agussani and Ansari, 2020). First, an educator must understand and be able
to use digital technology and its application. Second, have leadership competencies that are
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able to direct students to have an understanding of technology. Third, have the ability to

predict precisely the direction of the turmoil of change and strategic steps to deal with it.

Fourth, have competence in controlling themselves from all the turmoil of change, and be

able to deal with it by bringing up ideas, innovation, and creativity (Syakur, 2017, Shahroom
and Hussin, 2018).

In accordance with the rules of the Government of the Republic of Indonesia,
encourage the development of technology-based education information systems and
information to provide access to learning resources for educators, education staff and students
(Government Regulation No. 17 of 2010, articles 48 and 59). One learning media that uses
information technology is known as e-learning (Syakur, 2018, 2019).

The Industrial Revolution 4.0 is an opportunity for English lecturers to be creative in
developing students' speaking skills (Agussani and Ansari, 2020). Lecturers can integrate
face-to-face teaching with computer and network mediated activities, now known as
"Blended learning" (Tayebinik and Puteh, 2013, Sulam et al., 2019).

The blended learning model which is a development of e-learning, is currently popular
among lecturers namely EFL / ESL which is believed to be useful for creating a new and
dynamic atmosphere while learning to read English according to § target (Wats and Wats,
2009, Khatib et al., 2011, Syakur et al., 2020). Through the use of blended-learning, students
€Bn be given instructions, practice sending explanations about learning to read their English,
receive feedback from peers and instructors on the outline of explanations about learning to
read their English and sending explanations that hopefully can develop their verbal abilities
and motivation in EFL classes (Ma et afgf015, Syakur, 2015, Hermann et al., 2016). This
model offers lecturers a combination of face-to-face instruction with computer and network
mediated instruction or on-line learning (Benito-Osorio et al., 2013, Syakur, 2019). This is in
accordance with the opinion (Henard and Roseveare, 2012) that learning with a blended
learning strategy creates a pleasant new atmosphere and students are more independent in
doing their tasks when following learning using bended learning.

One of the blended learning based learning is to use "absyak" media websites.
"Absyak" media websites are used as variations or combined with face-to-face learning
(Syakur,2019). "Absyak" media website is a portal that presents information in an interesting
and motivating way which in turn becomes a controlled environment suitable for peer
guidance in accordance with Permenristekdikti about the implementation of the Distance
Learning Process (Yuliana, 2013, Soliman, 2014, Sulam et al., 2019).

The lecture process so far has only been defined as a process of learning through face-
to-face in class. In fact, through a media that allows learning without face to face, the lecture
process can still take place and learning interactions between lecturers and students can still
be carried out (Antony et al., 2015, Syakur et al., 2020). Media that can be used to overcome
this is media learning "absyak" based on media websites that are used as variations in the
application of blended learning. This is in accordance with the opinion (Syakur, 2018) that
the "absyak" feature of the media website can make it easy for lecturers and students because
learning can be done anytime and anywhere.

In Brawijaya University and English language study program, the use of blended
learning models has been carried out in several subjects. Then on this basis the researchers
apply learning to read English based on blended learning (Tayebinik and Puteh, 2013,
Syakur, 2015). The use of media-based "absyak" learning in semester VII students of English
language education programs at the Brawijaya University as part of the renewal and variation
of learning models. As a research effort to see the impact, laws, the benefits of "absyak"
learning based on media websites for students, researchers took the initiative to conduct
research as a way to obtain information on student responses to English reading learning
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based on blended learning based on "absyak" learning based on media websites. The results
of this study will serve as a basis for researchers and other lecturers to make further decisions
on whether to use "absyak" learning based on media websites or not to apply blended
learning in learning to read English.

I1. Review of Literature

2.1 English Learning Process

In the process of learning and teaching English, speaking ability is the most important
skill because this skill is the basis for verbal communication (Wats and Wats, 2009). Verbal
communication refers to the ability to communicate verbally and accurately in the target
language (Henard and Roseveare, 2012). Someone with a high level of oral proficiency can
apply linguistic knvledge to new situations or contexts (Pdez and Rinaldi, 2006). In most
learning English, especially in English as a second / foreign language EJESL / EFL).
instructors are often faced with a daunting task, namely making students overcome their
anxiety to speak in the target language (Songsiri, 2007, Khatib et al., 2011, J6ns and Hoyler,
2013). Three main factors that contribute to student anxiety are cultural factors, linguistic
factors, and psychological or affective factors. Student anxiety is usually associated with
feelings of affjiety, anxiety, doubt, and frustration. This feeling influences students in doing
assignments in front of the class and makes communicative stress (Piez and Rinaldi, 2006).
Students should be given the opportunity to practice because they mostly have problems in
the production of target languages (Songsiri, 2007, Kurniawan and Syakur, 2017, Syakur,
2018).

2.2 Reading English

Reading generally involves two skills namely decoding and understanding (Songsiri,
2007, Sulam et al., 2019). Decoding is an isolable ability, which can be taught and assessed
in a straightforward manner. While understanding is a complex skill that depends on
variations in factors, context, and reading goals (Syakur, 2018). Both the learning factor, the
text factor, as well as teaching, all have a role. According to Brassell and Rasinski, reading
refers to the ability to understand or create meaning from written texts fBingsih et al., 2014).
In the dictionary that reading words is the ability to test and understand the meaning of words
in the text. So, reading is the process of a person in understanding a meaning in the text
according to the level of ability possessed.

A different opinion is expressed by (O’Neill and Palmer, 2004) that reading is a
complex process that requires analysis, coordination, and interpretation of various sources of
information. Thus, it effectively raises the need for student literacy, especially for those who
are willing to struggle, the need for learning to take on a number of complex activities (Manis
et al., 2004). So, reading is the process for someone in analyzing and interpreting the
meaning contained in the source of information or text (Henard and Roseveare, 2012,
Budiarta and Krismayani, 2014). Thus, it can be understood that reading is a person's process
of understanding the meaning of a text (Lindsey et al., 2003, Henard and Roseveare, 2012).
In the process of reading requires a combination of complex activities such as understanding
the meaning of vocabulary, phonemic, and sentences. Reading requires information support
both visually and not. So, students in this action research learn to read well in order to
understand the meaning of the text. The ability to read can be used for daily life both for the
benefit of the educational process, work, and social life (Moussu and Llurda, 2008, Budiarta
and Krismayani, 2014 ,Antony et al., 2015).
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2.3 Bghded-Learning

Blended learning is a learning approach that combines strengths in face-to-face learning
and e-learning (Syakur, 2019). The idea of thinking about a blended learning environment is
a learning environment where lecturers and students work with a combination of books,
presentations and class activities, and digital resources including online material or mobile
applications (Manis et al., 2004, Moussu and Llurda, 2008, Bashir and Thomas, 2020,
Jeganfhan and Fleming, 2020).

Blended learning as a combination of traditional learning characteristics and electronic
(Rarning environments (Hinneburg et al., 2020, Syakur et al., 2020). combining aspects of
Blended learning (electronic format) such as web-based learning, video streaming,
synchronous and asynchronous audio communication with tra@ffjonal "face-to-face" learning
(Budiarta and Krismayani, 2014, Bashir and Thomas, 2020). Blended learning is a learning
process that combines independent online learning and face-to-face learning by utilizing
media and technology (Hinneburg et al., 2020, Jeganathan and Fleming, 2020). This is an
effort to provide more enjoyable and effective learning experiences for students (Kurniawan
and Syakur, 2017, Jowsey et al., 2020). According to (Saiz-Manzanares et al., 2020) said
blended learning is every time students can learn, because learning blended learning is partly
learning face to face and partly with the help of the internet (Soliman, 2014, Mirmoghtadaie
et al., 2020). Blended learning is a knowledge transfer program that utilizes more than one
method to provide information to students (Hamid, 2019). Scientific knowledge is a type
of knowledge that is obtained and accounted for scientifically or by applying scientific
methods. While the scientific method is a procedure or systematic steps that need to be
taken in order to obtain knowledge based on sensory perception and involves testing
hypotheses and theories in a controlled manner. Scientific knowledge does not
automatically appear when we observe the environment around us (Sitepu, 2019).

Time in the
Classroom

Independent Collaboration
Learning

{In the classroom
(Online) and online)

Figure 1. Blended Learning Concept
(Source: http://orangecharterschool.org/the-future-of-learning-has-arrived-at-ocs/)

2.4 "Absyak" based on media websites

Absyak is a validated media and has its validity in innovating a website-based learning
media. This media has been designed to publish information by a writer and teacher. The
learning process from the beginning to the end of the learning process until obtaining the
tinal value which leads to reporting in PDDIKTI. For some people the website is used for the
sake of the learning process, because of the ease of accessing information without having an
account. According to (Benito-Osorio et al., 2013) the website has become a fun tool for
some people to complete work and academic needs, as in universities lecturers have used the
website for learning media.
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III. Research Methods

This research is a quantitative descriptive study with data collection techniques using
on-line questionnaire. Descriptive research is research describing things that currently &jply.
whereas according to the type of data and how to process the numbers and analyzed using
statistical tests, it is classified in quantitative research. The scores obtained were then
analyzed using descriptive statistical techniques.

This research began in February to July 2019 in the English language education
program at the University of Brawijaya. The variable of this research is the students' response
to learning to read English based on blended learning through "absyak" learning based on
media websites.

The response of students intended in this study was to agree or disagree with students in
implementing learniifgg to read English through learning "absyak" based on media websites.
The population of this research is the students of English Language Study Program
Universitas Brawijaya who are still actively taking English courses in the Academic year
2018/2019 amounting to 65 people. The sample of this study was taken by the total sampling
method so that the number of samples is the total population of 65 students. Data collection
uses a closed questionnaire instrument with a choice of agree or disagree that already exists
on the dashboard of the media website.

IV. Discussion

In the results of the discussion of this study that the data processing in this study was
done by processing questionnaire data using statistical and quantitative descriptive techniques
which were further interpreted. The item statements contained in the questionnaire to be
discussed are as follows:

Table 1. Statement of Student Response to Learning to Read English Based on Blended
Learning Through "absyak" learning based on Media Website
No Statement
1. Ilike learning to read English using online learning systems such as "absyak"
learning based on media websites rather than learning face to face with lecturers in

class

2. "Absyak" learning based on media websites is an interesting medium in learning to
read English.

3. "Absyak" learning based on media websites makes me responsible and disciplined
in collecting structured assignments

4. "Absyak" learning based on media websites gives me new experiences / nuances in

learning to read English.

5. Ican save time in working on and collecting assignments

6. With "absyak" learning based on media websites.

7. "Absyak" learning based on media websites makes it easy for me to access
learning material.

8. Ican improve my understanding of reading English through video, PPT, PDF and
Microsoft Word learning uploaded through "absyak" learning based on media
websites.
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Data obtained from the questionnaire by counting the number and which hagjbeen
distributed to 65 percentages. The results of the analysis are then analyzed students can be
seen in the following table.

Table 2. Results of Analysis of Student Responses to Blended Learning Based English
Learning Through "Absyak" Media Websites.

Student Response
Statement Agree (%) Not Agree (%)

1 36,36 63,64
2 97,73 2,27
3 93,18 6,82
4 9545 4,55
5 9545 4,55
6 86,36 13,64
7 74,13 2587
8 77,27 2273
Average 81,99 18,38

Based on the table, information was obtained about the students 'responses to the 8
point statement instruments which showed the students' responses to learning to read English
based on blended learning through "absyak" Media Website.

First, 36.36% of students agreed to learn English using online learning systems such
as "absyak" learning based on Media Websites rather than face-to-face learning, while
63.64% of students said they disagreed.

Second, 97.73% of students agreed that "absyak" learning based on Website Media was
an interesting medium in learning to read English and only 2.27% of students said they
disagreed.

Third, 93.18% of students agreed that "absyak" learning based on Media Website made
students responsible and disciplined in learning to read English and only 6.82% of students
disagreed.

Fourth, 95.45% of students agreed that "absyak" learning based on Media Website gave
students new experiences / nuances in learning to read English and only 4.55% of students
disagreed.

Fifth, 9545% of students stated that students could save time in working on and
collecting "absyak" learning tasks based on the Media Website and only 4.55% of students
said they disagreed.

Sixth, 86.36% of students said they agreed that "absyak" learning based on Media
Website made it easier for students to access learning material and 13.64% of students said
they did not agree.

Seventh, 74.13% of students said that they agreed that students could improve their
reading comprehension in English through learning videos that were uploaded through
media-based "absyak" learning while 25.87% stated they disagreed.

Eighth, 77.27% of students said that they agreed to collect monolog / doalog
assignments in English by uploading videos on "absyak" learning based on Media Website
rather than appearing directly in class during lectures face to face with the lecturer.
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Based on table 2 it can also be concluded that the response of students to learning
English reading based on blended learning through "absyak" learning based on Media
Website is positive. This can be seen from the results of thfJaverage response of students on 8
statements that reached 82% agreed on learning English based on blended learning through
"absyak" learning based on Website Media.

100
%
80
o Student Response
60 | Agreed (%)
50
o o[ R
0
20
10 +
0 = T T T T . . =
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B
a Figure 2. Student responses to Learning to read English

Based on Blended learning through "absyak" learning based on Website Media

The result of the research shows that the response of students to learning to read
English based on blended learning can be seen in images 2 above. These results can also be
called conventional learning, attractiveness, student character formation, learning innovation,
time efficiency, ease of learning, speed of understanding, and assignment.

Comparison of aspects with conventional learning, students still tends to choose
conventional learning. This is because the custom is given directly from the lecturer. So when
they find new learning innovations, students tend to slow down to understand their use and
use. Students also find it difficult to access "absyak" learning based on the Media Website
because of limited quota or internet access. The attractiveness aspect, students are interested
and happy in the interface or appearance that tends to be familiar with their daily life because
it looks similar to the appearance of the PDDIKTI feeder and is combined with four media
including Video Animation, PPT, Pdf and Microsoft word so students are free to choose
according to their abilities.

Aspects of the formation of student character, the assignment facilities provided
"absyak" learning based on Website Media help students to be more responsible and
disciplined in collecting assignments because assignments have been arranged to be given
time for assignments. If students are late in collecting assignments, they will be listed in the
"absyak" learning system / account based on the lecturer Media Website. This encourages
students to be disciplined and timely in working on and collecting assignments. Aspects of
learning innovation, students obtain new learning models based on information and
communication techfifflogy so that students do not stutter about technology and can be more
creative in learning (Ortega-Moran et al., 2020, Syakur et al., 2020)

The aspect of time efficiency makes it easy for students and lecturers for time
constraints. Learning that cannot be done face-to-face can be replaced by virtual learning
through media-based "absyak" learning that can be monitored directly by the lecturer and not
limited by time (Syakur, 2018). So that less meeting time can be overcome by working on
assignments and gathering them through "absyak" learning based on Media Websites.

The aspect of ease of learning, students can learn independently by downloading files
for other student assignments, including learning video material about monologues /
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dialogues in reading English. Students can see repeatedly, observe, study carefully compared
to see directly.

In the assignment aspect, students tend to like assignments through media-based
"absyak" learning rather than appearing directly in front of the class (Soliman, 2014). It also
follows up on the difficulties of students who face nervousness when the monologue /
dialogue is directly in front of the class.

The positive response of students to blended learning based on "absyak" learning based
on Media Website on learning to read English shows acceptance of learning innovations with
new technology in learning to read English. The results of this study can be the basis for
researchers to organize innovative and creative learning, especially the development of
blended learning based on "absyak" learning based on Media and other online websites.

V. Conclusion

The implementation of online based learning through "absyak" learning in the media
can be concluded to be effective. The learning process provides a high agreed response to the
implementation of the absyak media learning process. The learning process also has an
impact on increasing the value obtained by students, giving an impact on the development of
students' daily grades has also shown [ significant increase. Thus, lecturers at Brawijaya
University, especially English lecturers who will develop their knowledge can use, utilize or
develop media-based blended Igrning in learning as variations and innovations in English
language learning, so learning is not monotonous and can encourage student learning, and
able to help with limited time and space.
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