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ABSTRACT

This study aims.to analyze the types of reading skills assessed.in TOEFL reading
comprehension questions and to identify which skills are mast frequently
emphasized across various test versions. A qualitative-analysis was.conducted on
reading comprehension questioens from five different TOEFL tests. The study
involved categorizing questions based on 13 distinct'reading skills and counting the
frequency of each skill. type.across the tests. Data were organized in tables to
provide a clear view,of the.distribution and emphasis of these skills. The analysis
revealed that "Answering Detailed Questions Correctly” (Skill 3) is the.most
frequently assessed-skill, with "44 occurrences across the tests. "Adequately
Replying to Implied Detail Questions” (Skill6) is also /prominently featured,
appearing in 34 questions. Other significant |skills include "Using Context to
Determine the Meaning of DifficultA\Mords™(SKiH 10) and."ldentifying Main Ideas™
(Skill 1), each reflecting a.critical aspect of reading .comprehension. Conversely,
skills like "Using Structural Clues to Definitions" (Skill'8) were less frequently
assessed.

Keyword : TOEFL, reading comprehension; reading skills detailed

comprehension.
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INTRODUCTION

English is one of the skills that everyone must have in the current era of
society 5.0 because English is central to.communication in establishing relations
within the country and abroad:“Iswati (2021) said. that mastery and readiness in
facing the TOEFL test are very important because this test is used for various
purposes such as requirements for completing studies, applying for jobs,
promotions, and continuing education. Ahdiat (2022) said that in 2022 in tests and
surveys.conducted by PISA to samples of 15 year old students from dozens of
countries, Indonesian students obtained a reading ability score of 359 points, lower
than the average score of OECD member countries which is around between 472-
480 points. Therefore, this research examines and analyzes TOEFL reading
comprehension questions in Longman's book. to find out what skills exist and what
skills appear most aften“in TOEFL.to prepare.someone for the TOEFL test to

achieve maximum scores.

According to Brown (2021), the English Language Proficiency.Test is a
comprehensive test to measure all’ aspects of English® language proficiency,
especially for academic purposes. There are many types of EPT according to each
individual's rules and needs. Each type of EPT also has different rules. Some
examples of these tests are the TOEFL, IELTS, TOEIC, PTE, and EPT tests.
Currently, there are many English proficiency tests that students and prospective
workers can take. Many companies also use TOEFL as requirement, as noted by

Smith (2020). TOEFL is an English proficiency test (American accent) required to



apply for admission to universities in the United States or other countries.
According to Richards and Schmidt (2021), TOEFL is widely used for various
opportunities, including applications for scholarships to study in English-speaking

countries.

The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFEL) is a widely recognized
and respected standardized test used to assess English language proficiency for non-
native English speakers. Several universities have made TOEFL a test requirement
for students’ final graduation exams. Without a TOEFL certificate that reaches the
target, students cannot proceed to the next stage. Therefore, many students prepare
for the TOEFL test well in‘advance in order to get'the expected results. Language
skills tested include-listening, Speaking, reading, and-writing. The language
components tested' include wocabulary,’ grammar (structure), pronungciation,
Including intonation and emphasis;

As mentioned'above, there are 4 skills inthe TOEFL test, one of which Is
reading. Reading is the cognitive'process of linterpreting written or printed symbols
to comprehend their meaning. It involves the ability to recognize and understand
written language, including letters, words, and sentences, In, order to gain
information, knowledge, or enjoyment from written texts. On the other hand, Smith
(2022) said that reading is not just looking at a collection of letters that have formed
words, groups of words, sentences, paragraphs, and discourse only, but more than
that, reading is an activity to understand symbols/signs/meaningful writing so that

the message correctly delivered by the author can be accepted by readers.



Reading can encompass a wide range of materials, from books and
newspapers to digital content, and it is a fundamental skill for communication,

education, and personal development.

Understanding a reading is very important to know the content of the
reading. It is possible that the problems between one student and another are
different. One of the core parts of the TOEFL exam is the Reading Comprehension
section, which evaluates the test taker's ability to understand and interpret written
texts in English. This research ‘contain-an analysis of Reading Comprehension
questions ‘on the TOEFL and analyze the type, format, and importance of these
guestions 1n assessing language ability.. Smith (2021) said "that reading
comprehension is the ‘pewer to obtain ideas or meaning from written text,
understand it based'on'background experience or previous knowledge, and interpret

It with readers’ needs'and goals.

Based on researchers' ebservations; students-in the 5th-semester class of
2020C at UNIPDA Sidoarjo in the-‘English Language Proficiency .course
experienced difficulties in understanding—reading texts, such as difficulty in
concluding, determining main ideas;.and finding references.-According to Brown
et al. (2021), the poor performance of Indonesian-students in the PISA Reading
Literacy test, which was conducted in Indonesian, has been investigated by Jones,
Smith, and Taylor (2020).

They found that several difficulties were experienced by students in
completing this PISA Reading Literacy Test, and two of them were the correct

translation of the meaning from English to Indonesian and the question forms.



Some of the reasons are that they do not understand how to use reading
comprehension strategies and lose concentration in reading comprehension. Most
of the others have difficulty because the vocabulary is too foreign for some students.
According to Ruminar et.al (2023) the. average student has never taken a TOEFL
simulation skill not used to that.type of question.tested on TOEFL. Because of this
situation, researchers are interested in_analyzing the types of TOEFL reading
questions in Loengman's book for students to study in solving reading problems on

the TOEFL test.

Based on the explanation above, the researcher feels it IS very.important to
conductresearch with the title "An Analysis of Reading Comprehension.Questions
on the TOEFL” in the book entitled Longman Compete for the TOEFL test by

Debaorah Phillips.

TOEFL

The TOEFL (Test'of English,as a Foereign Language) is a standardized test
designed to measure the English language proficiency of non-native English
speakers. According to White ‘et al. (2022), it is usually used by people who will
apply for a particular job or attend a primary educational institution using English
as the medium language.

The most popular TOEFL preparation course book. is Longman Preparation
Course for the TOEFL Test: The Paper Test written by Deborah Phillips. According
Khotimah et.al (2022) one of the well-known TOEFL course books is Longman

Preparation Course for the TOEFL test, authored by Deborah Phillips with the goal



of assisting students in getting ready for the TOEFL exam on paper. The paper-
based TOEFL exam covers (Nita Kaniadewi, 2022)reading comprehension, writing
expression, structure, and listening comprehension. It provides 13 strategies meant
to be learned and practiced by TOEFL. test candidates to help them answer the
reading comprehension questions in the TOEFL test. According to Dewi , et.al
(2022) all skills must be measured to see the effectiveness of TOEFL preparation
because longer preparation time and meetings are needed so..that students
understand better. However, towhat extent these strategies are helpful is a question
which needs to be answered through research. Therefore, the current study analyze
whether the proposed strategies are applicable in a'real TOEFL test. The results of
this research are significant for-both TOEFL test candidates in planning their test

preparation and instructors in designing syllabi for TOEFL training.

Reading
Reading is'the-cognitive process of deciphering written symbols to obtain

meaning. It involves‘the ability to recognize and understand written words,
sentences, and text, which-.includes “skills" such as phonological decoding,
vocabulary comprehension, andtextual -interpretation. Based on Taylor (2022),
reading Is a complex activity that involves both perception and thought.

Oetomo, et.al (2022) also said that It is well acknowledged that reading is
one of the most important aspects of effective language learning and that it is also
one of the best methods for learners in general to expand their vocabulary and boost
their ability.

Reading is an interactive and developmental process that is influenced by

cultural, social and individual factors. According to the (Reid Smitha, 2021)



reading involves the interaction between the reader’s cognitive skills and processes
and the linguistic characteristics in a text. Proficient reading is characterized by the

seamless integration of decoding and comprehension skills, allowing individuals to

engage with and understand 3 e of written materials. These are

fundamental skills f

According to
success in college and the career, in addition to being a prerequisite for reading

literature. From the definition above, it can be concluded that reading



comprehension is a way to understand the context of reading by reading the contents

of the entire reading.

Reading Comprehension Question (Fer Reading Test)

In the reading section of the TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign
Language), your comprehension skills are critical for.success. According to White
(2022), reading comprehension questions refer-to questions about understanding
the meaning of the text directly, such as facts, vocabulary, dates, times, and

locations.

Questions about reading understanding could be answered directly and
explicitly from the text.~The reading section is.designed to assess your ability to
understand academic ‘passages in English. According to the Meurers et.al (2020)
reading comprehension provide a practical/test of automatic meaning analysis

To develop your reading-comprehension skills for TOEFL, practice
regularly with example passages and questions. Pay attention to time management,
as the reading passages are timed, and try to'strike-a balance between accuracy and
efficiency in your responses.yThesthird part.of the TOEFL test is the Reading
Comprehension section: This section consists of fifty questions. The fifty questions
were done in 55 minutes. In this part of the test a reading text will be given, and in
the reading comprehension part it is divided into two types of questions. Ask to
answer questions about the information provided in the reading. There are all kinds
of questions about each reading, including the main idea questions, was

immediately answered in detail questions, and implied detailed questions



METHOD

The research design was a strategy for answering the research questions.
This was the way data were determined, collected, and analyzed. This research was
conducted using-a mixed-methods research design. Mixed methods research
combines both qualitative and "quantitative approaches to provide a more

comprehensive understanding of the research problem.

Qualitative data analysis focused on data reduction, data display, and
interpretation. According to Mezmir. (2020), classifying and interpreting linguistic
(or visual) data to conclude'the implicit and explicit dimensions and patterns of
meaning-making in the data and what was represented in it'is known as qualitative
data analysis. According to Johnson (2021), qualitative data analysis could, have
several purposes, including deseribing a_phenomenon .in-detail in the form of
subjective life experiences of a person or group. Quantitative data analysis involves
the use of statistical metheds to analyze numerical data, providing measurable and
objective insights. According to Smith (2020), quantitative data analysis includes
techniques such as. descriptive  statistics, inferential statistics, and hypothesis
testing, which help in understanding patterns, relationships, and trends within the

data. This type of analysis adds rigor and precision to the research findings.

Based on the definitions of mixed methods research provided above, both
qualitative and quantitative research methods were used to describe and analyze
each type of reading comprehension question in the TOEFL test questions as well

as the types of questions that often appeared in the several sample questions



available. The qualitative methods provided in-depth understanding and
interpretation, while the quantitative methods validated the findings with statistical

evidence.

FINDINGS

most frequently usec antitative and qualitative

research method was employed to achieve this objective. The researcher



categorized the reading comprehension questions based on 13 different skill types,

grouped them accordingly in tables, and calculated their overall frequency.

Firstly, reading comprehension questions in complete tests one to five were
collected. Every complete ions and five complete tests

means consist ¢
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Table 4.1 Analysis of Reading Comprehension Question of Complete Test
One

Reading Skill | Skill | skill | Skill | Skill skill | skill | skill | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill
Test-1 1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Reading
questions
numbers

deas

3. Skill 3: Answe

o Questions: 5,7, 14, 16, 21, 22, 26, 29, 30, 36, 46; Total: 11 questions

4. Skill 4: Finding ""Unstated™ Details



o Questions: 18, 31, 48; Total: 3 questions
5. Skill 5: Finding Pronoun Referents

o Questions: 17, 47; Total: 2 questions

6. Skill 6: Adequately Rep

}otal: 1q

Juestion:

Juestions
Correctly) is the most frequently assessed, with 11 questions. This suggests a strong
emphasis on detailed comprehension in the TOEFL reading section. Conversely,

Skill 2 (Recognizing the Organization of Ideas) and Skill 8 (Using Structural Clues



to Definitions) are the least frequently assessed, each with only 1 question. This
distribution provides valuable insights into the types of reading skills prioritized in

the TOEFL test and can inform targeted preparation strategies.
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Table 4.2 Analysis of Reading Comprehension Question of Complete Test
Two

Reading | Skill skill | skill | Skill | Skill | Skill

Test-2

is

YPLP PT

the reading comprehension questions from Co

i readin!-e[m lgBAach

2. Skill 2: Recognizing the Organization of ideas

o Question: 32; Total: 1 question



3. Skill 3: Answering Detailed Questions Correctly

Questions: 3, 7, 13, 14, 23, 27, 45, 48; Total: 9 questions

o

4. Skill 4: Finding ""Unstated™ Details

o Questions: 15,

ons: G\ﬁ 9 3‘33&3&9 Tota

’ Properly%nswer ition Queg? ions

Questions: 10, 20; ions

Skill 8: Using.Structu ions

o Que

Skill 9: De ining the‘Meaning-of Pa S

Questions: 8, ql ]

10: Using Context to Determinejthe Meaning of Diffi
Questions: 2, 4, 9, 22, 26, 33, 35, 42, 47; Total: 9

ontegﬁglmﬁlgé%e i

13. Skill 13: Choosing the Purpose, Tone, and Course

o Questions: 11, 30, 50; Total: 3 questions



The analysis highlights that Skill 10 (Using Context to Determine the

Meaning of Difficult Words) is the most frequently assessed, with 9 questions. Skill

6 (Adequately Replying to Implied Detail Questions) and Skill 3 (Answering
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Questions 1-10

The final battle of the War of 1812 was the Battle of New Orleans. This battle gave a clear
demonstration of the need for effective communication during wartime; it also showed the disastrous
results that can come to pass when communication is inadequate.

Line The War of 1812 was fought between Great Britain and the very young country of the United
(5)  States only a relatively few years after the United States had won its independence from Britain. The
United States had declared war against Britain in June of 1812, mostly because of interference with
U.S. shipping by the British and because of the shanghaiing of U.S. sailors for enforced service on
British vessels. The war lasted for a little more than two years, when a peace treaty was signed at
Ghent, in Belgium, on the 24th of December, 1814.
i (10) Unfortunately, the news that the Treaty of Ghent had been signed and that the war was officially
) over was not communicated in a y manner over the wide distance to where the war was being
contested. Negotiations for the t nd the actual signing of the treaty took place in Europe, and
news of the treaty had to be e Atlantic to the war front by ship. A totally unnecessary
} loss of life was incurred as t of time that it took to inform the combatants of the
(15) treaty.

nJ 3 e aft eace treaty had been signed, British troops
lv in the E ! : war had officially ended. Over 5,000

n as the Battle of New Orleans,
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Table 4.3 Analysis of Reading Comprehension Question of Complete Test
Three

Reading Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill
Test-3 1 2 3 4

Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill

3] 13 9| 21
7| 29| 20

Reading 1
questions | 11
numbers

o Questions: 4, 5, 12, 25, 43, 44; Total: 6 questions

4. Skill 4: Finding ""Unstated™ Details

o Questions: 6, 14, 35, 47; Total: 4 questions



5. Skill 5: Finding Pronoun Referents
o Questions: 2, 18, 24, 30; Total: 4 questions

6. Skill 6: Adequately Replying to Implied Detail Questions

Main Idea Questions Correctly) and Skill 10 (Using Context to Determine the

Meaning of Difficult Words) are also prominently assessed, with 5 and 7 questions

respectively. In contrast, Skill 8 (Using Structural Clues to Definitions) and Skill



13 (Choosing the Purpose, Tone, and Course) are the least assessed, with only 1

question each. This distribution provides valuable insights into the types of reading

skills emphasized in the TOEFL test, guiding targeted preparation efforts.
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Table 4.4 Analysis of Reading Comprehension Question of Complete Test
Four

Reading | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill

Skill | Skill | skill | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill

Test-4 1 2 10 11 12 13

Reading

details the distribution and frequency of these skills:



1. Skill 1: Answering Main Idea Questions Correctly

o Questions: 32;Total: 1 question

o Questions: 10, 21, 30;

o Total: 3 questions



8. Skill 8: Using Structural Clues to Definitions

o Questions: 16;

o Total: 1 question

o Questions: 1, 41,

o Total: 2 questions



The analysis shows that Skill 3 (Answering Detailed Questions Correctly)
is the most frequently assessed, with 10 questions. Skill 4 (Finding "Unstated"

Details) follows with 6 questions. Skills.2 (Recognizing the Organization of Ideas),

Skill 6 (Adequately Replying to Im Detail Questions), and Skill 9
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Table 4.5 Analysis of Reading Comprehension Questions of Complete Test Five

Reading
Test-4

Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill | Skill

Skill

Skill

Skill

Skill
13

o

Total: 3 questions

3. Skill 3: Answering Detailed Questions Correctly

o

Questions: 2, 8, 17, 23, 27, 33, 38, 44, 49




o Total: 9 questions
4. Skill 4: Finding ""Unstated" Details

o Questions: 7, 17, 19, 35

o Total: 4 questions

o Questions: 11, 29,
o Total: 6 questions

11. Skill 11: Using Context to Determine the Meanings of Simple Words



o Questions: 6, 24, 34, 46
o Total: 4 questions

12. Skill 12: Determining Where Specific

ormation is Found

o Questions: 21, 26, 47

the TOEFLtest.

The number of skills used in the reading questions from Complete Test 1 through Complete Test

5is input into Table No. 4.2.1.



Table no. 4.2.1. The number of skills used in the reading questions from Complete Test 1

through Complete Test 5
Reading Skill | Skill Skill | Skill Skill Skill Skill
questions 1 2 10 11 12 13
Test-1 4 3 3 2

Test-2

n

i
YPLE PT

UNIPDA

| across all tests:

Table No. 4.2

Skill =
Questions
Skill 1 Answering Main ldea Questions Correctly 15

Skill 2 Recognizing the Organization of Ideas 10



Total

Skill Description
Questions

44

ag the Purpose, Tone, and Course

UNIPDA

Conclusion of findin | est freg 7 n the TOEFL

test.

Skill 3: Answering Detailed Questions Correctly is the most frequently assessed skill, with a total
of 44 questions. This indicates a strong emphasis on evaluating students’ ability to answer

questions requiring detailed comprehension of the text.



Skill 6: Adequately Replying to Implied Detail Questions also features prominently, with 34
questions across the tests. This highlights the importance of understanding implied meanings

within the reading passages.

Skill 10: Using Context to De

UNIPDA

ation of Ideas, and Skill
f{*‘

13 es SS
URU REPV®BY

This distribution reflects the TO test's focus on assessing detailed comprehension, the

ability to infer meaning, and the use of context to understand difficult words. Variations in skill



assessments underscore the TOEFL test's comprehensive approach to evaluating reading

proficiency.

DISSCUSSION

The analysis of readi

\0 OAR_)

skill across all te is Skill 3

UNIPDA

lextual understanding and main

foundational nature of understanding the central theme of passages.

Some skills are rarely assessed. For example, Skill 8, “Using Structural Clues for

Definition,” is the least represented and contains only 5 questions. This suggests a relatively lower



emphasis on this particular strategy, which may indicate a shift toward evaluating other types of

reading strategies or comprehension skills.

a clear emphasis

contextual understanding. These findings can guide targeed preparation strategies and offer

insights into the evolving focus of reading comprehension assessment in standardized testing.

CONCLUSION



This study provides a detailed analysis of the reading skills assessed in TOEFL reading
comprehension questions and highlights key areas for focused preparation. By understanding the

distribution and emphasis of different skills, test takers can adjust their study strategies to align

i i
P it

erstanding (Skill 10) and Main Idea Identification

less frequently assessed, suggesting that the test may focus more on other strategies.

SUGGESTION



Based on the findings, the following suggestions are provided for both test-takers and future

research:

Recommendations for Test-Takers

ost effective.

pact test-taker performance and
identify areas where students typically struggle. This can inform targeted interventions and

instructional strategies.
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