
CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

5.1. CONCLUSION 

This chapter summarizes the key findings from the analysis of reading 

comprehension questions across the TOEFL tests and provides recommendations 

based on these findings. This study provides a detailed analysis of the reading skills 

assessed in TOEFL reading comprehension questions and highlights key areas for 

focused preparation. By understanding the distribution and emphasis of different 

skills, test takers can adjust their study strategies to align with test priorities. The 

suggestions offered aim to enhance preparation and guide future research in the area 

of reading comprehension assessment. 

Summary of Findings 

This study analyzed the types of reading skills assessed in TOEFL reading 

comprehension questions from Complete Test 1 through Complete Test 5. The 

analysis revealed several key insights: 

Dominance of Detailed Comprehension (Skill 3): The most frequently 

assessed skill is the ability to answer detailed questions correctly. This reflects the 

TOEFL test's focus on evaluating students' understanding of specific details within 

the reading passages. 

Significance of Implied Meaning (Skill 6): The assessment of implied 

meanings is also prominent. This indicates that the test values higher-order 



comprehension, where candidates must infer information that is not explicitly 

stated. 

Contextual Understanding (Skill 10) and Main Idea Identification (Skill 1): 

Skills related to contextual understanding and identifying main ideas are 

significantly represented. This emphasizes the importance of grasping the central 

themes and using context to interpret challenging vocabulary. 

Less Emphasis on Some Skills: Skills like using structural clues to 

definitions (Skill 8) are less frequently assessed, suggesting that the test may focus 

more on other strategies. 

Implications 

The distribution of skills highlights the importance of detailed and implied 

comprehension in TOEFL reading assessments. Understanding these patterns can 

help test-takers better prepare for the exam by focusing on the most frequently 

assessed skills. 

5.2. SUGGESTIONS 

Based on the findings, the following suggestions are provided for both test-

takers and future research: 

Recommendations for Test-Takers 

Focus on Detailed Comprehension: Given the prominence of Skill 3, practice 

answering detailed questions to improve accuracy and efficiency. Develop 

strategies to quickly locate and interpret specific information in texts. 



Practice Implied Meaning Questions: Since Skill 6 is frequently assessed, work 

on exercises that require interpreting implied details and making inferences based 

on context. 

Enhance Contextual Understanding: Regularly practice identifying word 

meanings using context (Skill 10) and ensure a solid understanding of how main 

ideas are presented (Skill 1). 

Balance Study Across Skills: While some skills are more emphasized, maintain a 

balanced approach in preparation to cover less frequently assessed skills like Skill 

8. 

Suggestions for Future Research 

Broader Analysis: Extend the study to include additional TOEFL tests or different 

versions to provide a more comprehensive view of reading skills assessment 

patterns. 

Skill Interactions: Investigate how different skills interact and overlap in the 

context of TOEFL reading questions. This could provide deeper insights into the 

strategies that are most effective. 

Candidate Performance: Examine how different reading skills impact test-taker 

performance and identify areas where students typically struggle. This can inform 

targeted interventions and instructional strategies. 



Test Design Evolution: Study how the emphasis on different reading skills has 

evolved over time in TOEFL tests and how these changes reflect shifts in reading 

comprehension pedagogy



 


